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Spring 2003 
LS 152, Introduction to Western Humanities 
Dr Ruth Vanita 
Section 4. Tuesday, Thursday, 12.40 - 2 p.m. 

Room: Ed 214. 4 credits 

Office: Liberal Arts 146-A. Office Phone: 243-4894.Email:rvanita@selway.umt.edu 

Office Hours: Tuesday, 11-12, Wednesday, 12-1, and by appointment 

Texts (all required) 
1. 	 The Portable Dante 
2. 	 Thomas More, Utopia 
3. 	 Descartes, Discourse on Method 
4. 	 Shakespeare, King Lear 
5. 	 Coleridge, The Rime of the Ancient Mariner 
6. 	 Emily Bronte, Wuthering Heights 
7. 	 Facpac, accessible at htlg://eres.1ib.uml.~d!:!. under instructor name "Dietrich." 
Password: Erasmus 
Requirements 
Students are required to 
(a) attend classes and plenary lectures regularly. More than two absences not explained to 
my satisfaction will result in a zero for attendance and class participation; leaving early or 
coming late without explanation will be treated as an absence. Explanations must be 
communicated to me in person and accepted by me. Acceptable explanations are illness 
(backed up by a medical certificate) and emergencies such as major sickness in the family 
or serious weather conditions. 
(b) keep up with the assigned reading, bring the text to class, and actively participate in 
discussion; 
(c) email me a discussion question/comment on the prescribed text, by 7 p.m. the day 
before that text is discussed in class; 
(d) write a short paper on any one text (3-4 pages double-spaced typed); 
(e) edit and rewrite the paper, expanding it (5-8 pages double-spaced typed) to include 
one more text; 
(t) hand in titled abstracts ofboth papers, in advance, and discuss the abstracts with me 
during office hours. The abstract must state your thesis and summarize your argument. 
(g) take the mid-term exam, take all quizzes and complete all assignments. 
Quizzes on texts and plenary lectures will be given in class. 

Topics for papers must be selected from a list given by me. 

Explanations for absences and for missed quizzes should be provided preferably in 

advance of or not later than one week after the absence, and should be accompanied by a 

medical certificate or other documentary evidence. Quizzes can be made up within the 

week, but not later. 

Grades 
The short paper will be' worth 15%, the rewritten paper 15%, abstracts 10%, emailed 
questions and comments 10%, class attendance and participation 20%, quizzes 10%, the 
mid-term test 20%. 
Papers must (a) address the topic (b) have a clear thesis/argument (c) support the 
argument with textual evidence ( d) adhere to the conventions ofacademic writing, 
including correct grammar and syntax. Except in the case of proven emergency 
demonstrated to my satisfaction, papers handed in late without prior permission from me, 
will result in a decreased grade. 
Quizzes will contain both multiple-choice type questions and short answer questions and 
are designed to test whether you have read the prescribed texts and remember the basic 
facts about the author and the text, as well as information communicated in lectures. 
Ifyou take this class for a letter grade, Dis a passing grade. However, if you take this 
class Pass/Not Pass, you need to earn a C to pass since D is not a passing grade for 
Pass/Not Pass students. 
Ifyou have any condition, such as a physical or learning disability. that will make it 
difficult for you to complete the work as I have outlined it, please notify me in the first 
week of class. 
Plenary Lecture Schedule 
Date Lecture Speaker 
1. January 30 Introduction, and Medieval Culture Paul Dietrich, Liberal Studies 
2. February 6 Dante Richard Drake, History 
3. Februaryl3 Italian Renaissance Art Raphael Chacon, Art 
4. February 20 Reformations Bill Farr 
5. February 27 Political Thought in Utopia Dietrich 
6. March 6 Shakespeare Bigley, English 
7. March 13 Descartes TBA 
8. March 20 The Enlightenment Borgmann, Philosophy 
9. April 3 Music: Baroque, Classical, Romantic Glass, Music 
10. April 10 Romantic Literature Vanita, Liberal Studies 
11. April 17 Marx Perrin, Retired 
12. April 24 Nineteenth-Century Novel Glendenning, English 
13. May 1 The American Experience Mayer, History 
14. May 8 Darwin and Freud Drake, History 
Lectures are given at 11:10-12:00 in ULH (Urey Lecture Hall) and repeated at 7:10-8:00 
p.m. in SS (Social Sciences) 352 
Reading Schedule 
This schedule is tentative. It is the student's responsibility to keep up with any 
changes. 
January 28 Introduction 
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January 30 Dante, Inferno, Cantos III, IV, V, XXXIV 
February 4 Dante, Purgatorio, Cantos XVIII, X:XIII, XXVI, XXVII 
February 6 Dante, Paradiso, CantosXXXI, XXXII, XX.XIII. Quiz on Dante and 
plenary lectures 
February 11 Pico della Mirandola, "Oration on the Dignity of Man" (facpac) 
February 13 Utopia, Book One. 
February 18 Utopia, Book Two. Quiz on Utopia and plenary lectures 
February 20 Montaigne, "On Experience" (facpac) 
February 25 King Lear, Act I. 
February 27 King Lear, Act II. Titled abstract of paper due, in class 
March 4 King Lear, Act III 
March 6 King Lear, Acts IV and V. Quiz on King Lear and plenary lectures 
March 11 Donne, "To His Mistress Going to Bed," and Marvell, "To His Coy 
Mistress." Short paper due, in class 
March 13 Descartes, Discourse on Method, Parts 1, 2, 3. 
March 18 Descartes, Discourse on Method, Parts 4, 5, 6. 
March 20 Mid-term examination 
March 24-28 Spring Break 
April 1 David Hume, "Personal Identity" (facpac) 
April3 Coleridge, Rime of the Ancient Mariner. 
April 8 Coleridge, Rime of the Ancient Mariner. Quiz on Hume and Coleridge 
April 10 Emerson, "SelfReliance" (facpac) 
April 15 Wuthering Heights 
April 17 Wuthering Heights 
.,/ .. ~ .. 
April 22 Wuthering Heights 
April 24 Wuthering Heights Quiz on Wuthering Heights and plenary lectures 
April 29 Civilization and its Discontents Titled abstract of paper due, in class 
May I Civilization and its Discontents 
May 6 Civilization and its Discontents Quiz on Civilization and its Discontents and 
plenary lectures 
May 8 Long paper due, in class 
May 14, 1.10-3.10 Final meeting 
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